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9.	 An ideal gas is held in a cylinder by a piston. The piston compresses the gas rapidly. 

gas

The average speed of the gas molecules increases because the gas molecules... 

A.	 have a smaller volume available in which they can move.

B.	 receive thermal energy transferred from outside the cylinder.

C.	 receive energy from the piston as they collide with it.

D.	 make more collisions every second with each other.

10.	 Three combinations of resistors are shown. The resistors are identical.

P

Q

R

What is the total resistance of each combination of resistors in order of increasing resistance?

A.	 P Q R

B.	 Q P R

C.	 P R Q

D.	 Q R P
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6.	 X and Y are two spherical black-body radiators. X has a radius R and emits half the total power 
of Y. The absolute temperature of X is double that of Y.

What is the radius of Y?

A.	 2 2R

B.	  4R

C.	 4 2R

D.	  16R

7.	 The albedo of the atmosphere above a small region on the Earth’s surface is 0.25. The solar 
constant is S.

What is the incoming intensity of solar radiation incident on this region when the Sun is 
directly overhead?

A.	 3
16
S

B.	 S
4

C.	 3
4
S

D.	  S

8.	 A gas is held in a container. An identical container holds the same number of more massive 
molecules of another gas at the same temperature. 

What is true about the density and pressure in both containers?

Density in both containers Pressure in both containers

A. same same

B. same different

C. different same

D. different different

– 6 – 2225 – 6716

9.	 A wire of length L is used in an electric heater. When the potential difference across the wire is 
200 V, the power transferred in the wire is 500 W. A second wire is made from the same metal and 
has the same cross-sectional area. When a potential difference of 400 V is applied across the 
second wire, the power transferred is 2000 W.

What is the length of the second wire?

A.	 L
4

B.	 L
2

C.	  L

D.	  2L

10.	 Four identical resistors are connected as shown.

X

Y

What is current in X
current in Y

?

A.	 1
2

B.	 2
3

C.	 3
2

D.	   3



Physics SL | Paper 1A | May 2025 TZ2 | Q20 | 1 marks

Apollo | Original source crop | 4

– 12 – 2225 – 6716

20.	 Gases in the atmosphere are compounds of 6
12C, 1

1H, 8
16O and 7

14N.

Four of these gases are CO2, N2O, CH4 and H2O. A pure sample of each gas is produced. 
Each sample has the same volume, pressure, and temperature.

Which sample has the smallest mass?

A.	 CH4

B.	 N2O

C.	 CO2

D.	 H2O

21.	 Some transitions between the energy states of an atom are shown.

n = 4
n = 3

n = 2

n = 1

E2 E4

E1 E3

Which transition will emit a photon with the longest wavelength?

A.	 E1

B.	 E2

C.	 E3

D.	 E4
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10.	 The graph shows the variation of the internal energy U with temperature T for a sample of an ideal 
monatomic gas. R is the gas constant.

U / J

T / °C

4500

27

How many moles of the gas are in the sample? 

A.	 500
3R

B.	 15
R

C.	 1000
9R

D.	 10
R

11.	 Three identical resistors, R1, R2 and R3, each of resistance 2 Ω, are connected to a cell of negligible 
internal resistance as shown. When switch S is open, the power dissipated by R1 is 18 W.

S R1

R3

R2

What is the power dissipated by R1 when S is closed?

A.	 8 W

B.	 16 W

C.	 18 W

D.	 36 W
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10.	 A sample of n moles of an ideal gas is kept at a constant volume. The graph shows how the 
pressure P of the gas varies with absolute temperature T.

P

T

P2

P1

T1 T2

0
0

What is the volume of the gas?

A.	 nR T T
P P

2 1

2 1

−
−

B.	 nR P P
T T

2 1

2 1

−
−

C.	 nR T
P

T
P

2

2

1

1

�
�

�
�

�

�
�

D.	 nR P
T

P
T

2

2

1

1

�
�

�
�

�

�
�

11.	 Two containers are filled with monatomic gas of equal mass at the same temperature. 
One container holds helium and the other neon. 

The mass of a neon atom is five times the mass of a helium atom. 

What is internal energy of the helium gas
internal energy of the neoon gas

?

A.	 1
5

B.	 1

C.	 5

D.	 5
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10.	 A sample of n moles of an ideal gas is kept at a constant volume. The graph shows how the 
pressure P of the gas varies with absolute temperature T.

P

T

P2

P1

T1 T2

0
0

What is the volume of the gas?

A.	 nR T T
P P

2 1

2 1

−
−

B.	 nR P P
T T

2 1

2 1

−
−

C.	 nR T
P

T
P

2

2

1

1

�
�

�
�

�

�
�

D.	 nR P
T

P
T

2

2

1

1

�
�

�
�

�

�
�

11.	 Two containers are filled with monatomic gas of equal mass at the same temperature. 
One container holds helium and the other neon. 

The mass of a neon atom is five times the mass of a helium atom. 

What is internal energy of the helium gas
internal energy of the neoon gas

?

A.	 1
5

B.	 1

C.	 5

D.	 5

– 7 – 8825 – 6710
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12.	 Three identical resistors are arranged in four different networks. The same potential difference is 
applied across each network. Which network dissipates the greatest electrical power?

A.

B.

C.

D.

13.	 The graph shows how the displacement of a wave varies with the position  x  along the wave. 
The wave travels towards positive  x .

At the instant shown, which point along the wave has the maximum positive velocity?

A.

B.

C.

D. x

displacement
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8.	 The energy balance model of a planet’s climate is shown. The reflected and radiated intensities are 
given in terms of the incident incoming intensity I. 

incoming
intensity I

reflected from
atmosphere 0.25 I

reflected by planet
surface 0.15 I

radiated
into space 

radiated from
surface of planet

radiated by
atmosphere 0.10 I

planet surface

atmosphere

What is the radiated intensity from the surface of the planet? 

A.	 0.40 I

B.	 0.50 I

C.	 0.70 I

D.	 1.10 I

9.	 A rigid vessel of volume V contains N molecules of an ideal monatomic gas. The average kinetic 
energy of the molecules is Ek. What is the pressure in the vessel?

A.	 2
3
N
VEk

B.	 2
3
NE
V

k

C.	 3
2
N
VEk

D.	 3
2
NE
V

k

– 6 – 8825 – 6722

10.	 A substance changes from a liquid into a solid without a change in temperature.

What is true about the internal energy of the substance and the total intermolecular potential 
energy of the substance when this phase change occurs?

Internal energy of 
the substance

Total intermolecular potential 
energy of the substance

A. decrease decrease

B. no change decrease

C. decrease no change

D. no change no change

11.	 In the circuit shown, the cell has negligible internal resistance.

R

3R

I3 I1

I2

Which equation is correct?

A.	 I1 = 4(I2 + I3)

B.	 I1 = 4I2 

C.	 I3 = 4I2 

D.	 I I
3

14
3

=
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6.	 A bird of weight W sits on a thin rope at its midpoint. The rope is almost horizontal and has 
negligible mass.

W

The tension in the rope is

A.	 less than W
2

B.	 equal to W
2

C.	 between W
2

 and W

D.	 greater than W

7.	 The internal energy of a real gas is

A.	 zero.

B.	 equal to the intermolecular potential energy of the particles.

C.	 equal to the total kinetic energy of the particles.

D.	 equal to the sum of the intermolecular potential energy and the total kinetic energy of 
the particles.

– 5 – 0000 – 6504
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8.	 The black-body radiation curve of an object at 600 K is shown. The intensity units are arbitrary.

1

2

0

in
te

ns
ity

wavelength

What is the radiation curve of the same object at 450 K?

The original curve is shown with a dashed line.

in
te

ns
ity

wavelength

1

2

0

in
te

ns
ity

1

2

0
wavelength

in
te

ns
ity

wavelength

in
te

ns
ity

wavelength

1

2

0

1

2

0

A. B.

C. D.
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11.	 Conductor X is connected to a cell of emf E. A power of 16 W is dissipated in X.

Conductor Y is made from the same material with the same diameter as X but is twice as long. 
A cell of emf 2E is connected to Y.

Both cells have negligible internal resistance.

What power is dissipated in Y?

E 2E

X Y

A.	 8.0 W

B.	 16 W

C.	 32 W

D.	 64 W

12.	 Two containers, X and Y, are filled with an ideal gas at the same pressure.

The volume of X is four times the volume of Y. The temperature of X is 327 °C and the temperature 
of Y is 27 °C.

What is amount of substance in X
amount of substance in Y

?

A.	 1
8

B.	 1
2

C.	  2

D.	  8

– 8 – 0000 – 6504
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13.	 An electromagnetic wave has a wavelength that is about the size of the diameter of an atom.

What region of the electromagnetic spectrum does the wave belong to?

A.	 Infrared

B.	 Visible light

C.	 Ultraviolet

D.	 X-ray

14.	 A particle undergoes simple harmonic motion of period T. At time t = 0 the particle is at its 
equilibrium position.

What is t when the particle is at its greatest distance from the equilibrium position?

A.	 T
8

B.	 T
2

C.	 3
4
T

D.	  T


