
APOLLO

Gas exchange

SL

Biology

First assessment 2025

5 questions | questions



Biology SL | Paper 1A | May 2025 TZ1 | Q14 | 1 marks

Apollo | Original source crop | 2

– 10 – 2225 – 6010

14.	 The graph shows changes in lung volume during normal ventilation and forced ventilation  
(taking a deep breath).
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What is the vital capacity?

A.	 7 ml kg-1

B.	 37 ml kg-1

C.	 65 ml kg-1

D.	 80 ml kg-1
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13.	 Emphysema is a condition where the alveoli of the lungs are destroyed, resulting in patients feeling 
out of breath. The micrograph shows air pockets resulting from emphysema.

What is a direct consequence of the destruction of alveoli?

A.	 Decrease in surface area for gas exchange

B.	 Increased blood flow to the lungs

C.	 Increase in pulmonary surfactant production

D.	 Decrease in ventilation rate

14.	 Which environmental condition(s) would increase the rate of transpiration in plants?

I.	 Increased carbon dioxide concentration in the atmosphere

II.	 Increased temperature of the atmosphere

III.	 Decreased humidity of the atmosphere relative to the inside of the leaf

A.	 I and II only

B.	 III only

C.	 II and III only

D.	 I and III only
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15. A cross section of a lily leaf (Lilium spp.) is shown.

X

Y

Which leaf structures are represented by labels X and Y?

X Y

A. palisade mesophyll cell phloem cell

B. epidermal cell palisade mesophyll cell

C. spongy mesophyll cell guard cell

D. guard cell spongy mesophyll cell

16. What happens in humans to cause inhalation of air?

A. The diaphragm contracts, causing pressure in the thorax to decrease.

B. Abdominal muscles contract, causing pressure in the thorax to decrease.

C. The diaphragm contracts, causing pressure in the thorax to increase.

D. Intercostal muscles contract, causing pressure in the thorax to increase.
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Section A

Answer all questions. Answers must be written within the answer boxes provided.

1.	 Psoriasis is a disorder characterized by inflammation of the skin. It causes the formation of 
red patches (lesional skin), which often have flaky, silver–white surfaces (skin plaques).

Some drugs are available to treat psoriasis. During treatment, the changes in psoriasis 
severity can be measured by taking daily photographs of the affected region(s) of the body.

In one study, five males of a similar age and with similar psoriasis severity were provided 
with the same dose of a medicinal drug for seven days. The skin maps show the change in 
psoriasis severity on the back of one of the males during this study.

unaffected skin

lesional skin

lesional skin
with skin plaque

Day 0 Day 7

(a)	 Distinguish between the appearance of the skin of this male on Day 0 and Day 7 
of treatment.� [2]
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4. The image shows the location of the lungs and diaphragm in a human.

(a) Explain how contraction of the diaphragm causes air to enter the lungs. [2]

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(b) State another muscle group that causes inspiration when it contracts. [1]
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(c) Outline the role of surfactant in the mammalian lung. [2]
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16.	 Which term describes the whole of the genetic information of an organism?

A.	 Genome

B.	 DNA

C.	 Gene pool

D.	 Allele frequency

17.	 What occurs at gas exchange surfaces in the lungs of mammals?

I.	 Gases diffuse across a moist surface.
II.	 Concentration gradients are maintained by ventilation.
III.	 Water is lost. 

A.	 I and II only

B.	 I and III only

C.	 II and III only

D.	 I, II and III

18.	 What is always a consequence of the evaporation of water from mesophyll cells in leaves of a 
healthy plant?

A.	 Plasmolysis occurs in mesophyll cells.

B.	 Photosynthesis stops.

C.	 Stomata close to reduce transpiration.

D.	 Water moves up the stem in the xylem.

19.	 What conveys messages from the central nervous system to an endocrine gland?

A.	 Sensory neurons

B.	 Hormones

C.	 Interneurons

D.	 Motor neurons


