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16.	 A source emitting a sound of frequency  f 0 is approaching an observer. At time t = 0 the source 
begins to decelerate and comes to rest when t = T. The source does not pass the observer.

The speed of the source is always much less than the speed of sound.

What is the variation with t of the relative change of frequency Df
f0

 of the observed sound?

A.

0 
0 

f 0

 ∆ f

T
t

B.
0 

0 

f 0

 ∆ f

T
t

C.

0 
0 

f 0

 ∆ f

T
t

D.
0 

0 

f 0

 ∆ f

T
t

17.	 A planet P has a diameter one-third that of the Earth. The mass of Earth is 18 times that of P. 

The gravitational field strength at the surface of the Earth is g.

What is the gravitational field strength at the surface of P?

A.	 g
6

B.	 g
2

C.	  2g

D.	  6g
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18.	 The unit of m 0 × e 0 expressed in fundamental SI units is...

A.	 m-2 s2.

B.	 T C N-1 m-1 s.

C.	 m2 s-2.

D.	 T C2 A-1 N-1 m-1.

19.	 Charge is moving in a wire that is at right angles to a uniform magnetic field.

The length of the wire is 0.32 m.

When the current in the wire is increased by 5.0 A, the force acting on the wire increases  
by 4.0 mN.

What is the strength of the magnetic field?

A.	 2.5 mT 

B.	 25 mT

C.	 40 T 

D.	 40 kT

20.	 Negative charge carriers travel counter-clockwise in a circular coil that lies in the plane of the page. 

The coil is in a uniform magnetic field directed into the page.

coil

What is the magnetic effect on the coil?

A.	 The coil will rotate clockwise in the plane of the paper.

B.	 The coil will rotate counter-clockwise in the plane of the paper.

C.	 The diameter of the coil will tend to increase.

D.	 The diameter of the coil will tend to decrease.



Physics SL | Paper 1A | May 2025 TZ2 | Q16 | 1 marks

Apollo | Original source crop | 3

– 9 – 2225 – 6716

Turn over

16.	 Two point masses X and Y are released from rest at different positions in the gravitational field of a 
planet. Y is further from the planet’s surface than X. The masses of X and Y are much smaller than 
that of the planet.

X

Y

Both masses eventually collide with the planet. 

Which is the correct comparison of the initial and final accelerations of X and Y?

Initial acceleration Final acceleration

A. different same

B. different different

C. same same

D. same different
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17.	 A charge +Q and a charge +2Q are a distance 3x apart. Point P is on the line joining the charges, 
at a distance x from one of the charges as shown.

PQ 2Q

2 xx

What is the electric field strength E at P?

Magnitude of E Direction of E

A. kQ
2 2x left

B. kQ
2 2x right

C. kQ
x2 left

D. kQ
x2 right
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17.	 The relationship between the period of a planet’s orbit T and the distance to the Sun R can be 
expressed as T n ∝ R m where n and m are constants. 

What is a possible pair of values for n and m?

n m

A. 1.0 3.0

B. 1.0 1.5

C. 2.0 1.5

D. 2.0 1.0

18.	 Point X is at a distance d from the centre of Earth. d is larger than the radius of Earth. The 
gravitational field strength at X is gX. Point Y is at a distance 3d from the centre of Earth.

What is the difference in the magnitude of gravitational field strengths between X and Y?

A.	 8
9
gX

B.	 3
4
gX

C.	 gX

4

D.	 gX

9

19.	 Two isolated identical point charges, Q1 and Q2, are separated by distance d. The electrostatic 
force on each charge is F. The charge of Q1 is halved. 

What is the electrostatic force on each charge?

Force on Q1 Force on Q2

A. F F

B. F
F
2

C.
F
2

F
2

D.
F
2

F
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17.	 The relationship between the period of a planet’s orbit T and the distance to the Sun R can be 
expressed as T n ∝ R m where n and m are constants. 

What is a possible pair of values for n and m?

n m

A. 1.0 3.0

B. 1.0 1.5

C. 2.0 1.5

D. 2.0 1.0

18.	 Point X is at a distance d from the centre of Earth. d is larger than the radius of Earth. The 
gravitational field strength at X is gX. Point Y is at a distance 3d from the centre of Earth.

What is the difference in the magnitude of gravitational field strengths between X and Y?

A.	 8
9
gX

B.	 3
4
gX

C.	 gX

4

D.	 gX

9

19.	 Two isolated identical point charges, Q1 and Q2, are separated by distance d. The electrostatic 
force on each charge is F. The charge of Q1 is halved. 

What is the electrostatic force on each charge?

Force on Q1 Force on Q2

A. F F

B. F
F
2

C.
F
2

F
2

D.
F
2

F
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4.	 Earth orbits the Sun at an average distance of 1.50 × 108 km. 

The mass of the Sun is 2.0 × 1030 kg.

(a)	 Calculate the gravitational field strength of the Sun at a distance of 1.50 × 108 km from 
its centre.� [2]
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The orbital speed of Earth around the Sun is not constant.

(b)	 (i)	 State Kepler’s first law of orbital motion.� [1]
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(ii)	 Explain why the kinetic energy of Earth changes as it orbits the Sun.� [2]
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5.	 Two positive electric charges of magnitudes q and 4q are a distance d apart, along a line L.

diagram not to scale

4q d q

L
X

(a)	 X is a point along L where the electric field E due to the charges is zero.

Show that X is at a distance 2
3

d from the largest charge.� [2]
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A negative charge N is placed stationary at X. 

(b)	 (i)	 N is just displaced along L, closer to q, and released. 

Explain the subsequent motion of N.� [1]
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(ii)	 N is just displaced upwards, perpendicularly to L, and released.

Explain the subsequent motion of N.� [1]
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16.	 A heavily damped oscillator of natural frequency  f0  is driven by a periodic force of frequency  f . 
Which graph shows how the amplitude of the oscillations varies with  f ?

A. amplitude

0
0 f0

f

B. amplitude

0
0 f0

f

C. amplitude

0
0 f0

f

D. amplitude

0
0 f0

f

17.	 Planets X and Y orbit the same star.

The orbital radius of planet X is RX, and that of planet Y is RY. The orbital period of planet X is TX, 
and that of Y is TY. 

What is T
TX

Y ?

A.	 R
R
Y

X

3
2

B.	 R
R
X

Y

3
2

C.	 R
R
Y

X

2
3

D.	 R
R
X

Y

2
3
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18.	 A space probe moves in a gravitational field. No other forces than the gravitational force act on 
the probe. At one instant, the probe is at point P. The diagram shows the path of the probe and the 
gravitational field line through P.

P

path of the space probe  

gravitational field line
through P

What is the direction of the acceleration of the probe at P?

A.	 Tangent to the path of the probe

B.	 Perpendicular to the path of the probe

C.	 Tangent to the gravitational field line through P

D.	 Perpendicular to the gravitational field line through P 

19.	 Two point charges, -Q and +Q, are placed as shown. Point P is at the same distance from 
both charges.

What is the direction of the electric field strength at P?

P

A.

B.

C.

D.

−Q +Q
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18.	 A space probe moves in a gravitational field. No other forces than the gravitational force act on 
the probe. At one instant, the probe is at point P. The diagram shows the path of the probe and the 
gravitational field line through P.

P

path of the space probe  

gravitational field line
through P

What is the direction of the acceleration of the probe at P?

A.	 Tangent to the path of the probe

B.	 Perpendicular to the path of the probe

C.	 Tangent to the gravitational field line through P

D.	 Perpendicular to the gravitational field line through P 

19.	 Two point charges, -Q and +Q, are placed as shown. Point P is at the same distance from 
both charges.

What is the direction of the electric field strength at P?

P

A.

B.

C.

D.

−Q +Q
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17.	 Which is a statement of one of Kepler’s laws of orbital motion?

A.	 The square of the planet’s orbital period is proportional to the cube of the length of the  
semi-major axis of its orbit.

B.	 A line segment joining a planet and the Sun sweeps out equal arc lengths during equal 
intervals of time.

C.	 A planet’s orbital period is proportional to the cube of the length of the semi-major axis of 
its orbit.

D.	 The orbit of a planet is an ellipse with the Sun positioned at the centre.

18.	 Isolated planets X and Y have masses MX and MY respectively and are separated by a distance R. 

A point P is located at a distance R
3

 from planet X, as shown. The gravitational field strength at P 
is zero.

X YP

R

R
3

What is M
M
Y

X

?

A.	 2

B.	 3

C.	 4

D.	 9
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17.	 Which is a statement of one of Kepler’s laws of orbital motion?

A.	 The square of the planet’s orbital period is proportional to the cube of the length of the  
semi-major axis of its orbit.

B.	 A line segment joining a planet and the Sun sweeps out equal arc lengths during equal 
intervals of time.

C.	 A planet’s orbital period is proportional to the cube of the length of the semi-major axis of 
its orbit.

D.	 The orbit of a planet is an ellipse with the Sun positioned at the centre.

18.	 Isolated planets X and Y have masses MX and MY respectively and are separated by a distance R. 

A point P is located at a distance R
3

 from planet X, as shown. The gravitational field strength at P 
is zero.

X YP

R

R
3

What is M
M
Y

X

?

A.	 2

B.	 3

C.	 4

D.	 9

– 10 – 8825 – 6722

19.	 A positively charged rod is near a metal plate that is grounded as shown. 

metal plate

charged rod

grounding wire

The grounding wire and then the rod are removed. What is correct about the overall charge on the 
plate before and after grounding is removed?

Charge on plate before 
grounding is removed

Charge on plate after 
grounding is removed

A. neutral neutral

B. neutral negative

C. negative neutral

D. negative negative

20.	 A positively charged particle is moving towards a current-carrying wire as shown.

current

What is the direction of the magnetic force acting on the charged particle?

A.	 To the right

B.	 To the left

C.	 Into the page

D.	 Out of the page
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18.	 Planets X and Y orbit the same star.

The average distance between planet X and the star is five times greater than the average 
distance between planet Y and the star.

What is orbital period of planet X
orbital period of planet Y

?

A.	 53

B.	 5

C.	 523

D.	 53

19.	 A charged rod is brought near an initially neutral metal sphere without touching it.

When the sphere is grounded (earthed), there is an electric current for a short time from the sphere 
to the ground.

metal 
sphere

charged
 rod

direction of
conventional current

The ground connection is then removed.

What are the charge on the rod and the charge induced on the sphere when the connection 
is removed?

Charge on the rod Charge induced on the sphere

A. negative negative

B. negative positive

C. positive negative

D. positive positive
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3.	 A satellite moves around Earth in a circular orbit.

satellite

Earth’s surface

(a)	 Draw an arrow on the diagram to represent the direction of the acceleration of  
the satellite.� [1]

(b)	 The following data are given:

Mass of Earth, M = 5.97 × 1024 kg
Radius of Earth, R = 6.37 × 106 m

Orbital period of the satellite, T = 5.62 × 103 s

(i)	 Kepler’s Third Law of orbital motion states that T 2 = kr 3 where k is a constant and 
r  is the orbital radius of the satellite. 

Show that k
GM

�
4 2� .� [1]
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(ii)	 Determine the height of the satellite above the Earth’s surface.� [2]
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4.	 A smoke detector uses the radioactive nuclide americium-241.

The americium is contained in a chamber that is open to the air. There are two electrodes in 
the chamber that are connected to a power supply and a current sensor.

current sensor

electrodes

alpha 
particle 
tracks

americium source

Americium-241 emits alpha particles that ionize the air in the chamber. Each ionization forms 
one positive ion and one electron; these are called an ion pair. The electrons and the positive 
ions move towards the electrodes and the sensor detects a current in the air.

When smoke enters the chamber, fewer ion pairs are formed and the current in the sensor 
decreases, sounding an alarm.

The chamber is 0.10 m in each dimension.

(a)	 A nucleus of americium-241 has 146 neutrons. This nuclide decays to neptunium 
through alpha emission.

Complete the nuclear equation for this decay.� [2]

Am  Np  

(This question continues on the following page)
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