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The following are the annotations available to use when marking responses. 
 

Annotation Explanation Shortcut 

 

Correct point (automatically awards 1 mark when stamped)  

 

These are annotations which can be used to show which marking point was 
used to award a mark. It is easier to use these than to pick up the tick stamp 
and then the text box (they each automatically award 1 mark when stamped) 

 

   
Quality marks awarded for clarity and structure (these each automatically 
award 1 mark when stamped)  

 Pointer (use when you want to delete an annotation or change colour)  

 Benefit of the doubt  

 Error carried forward  

 Irrelevant, a significant amount of material that does not answer the question  

 Contradiction  

 Omission/incomplete  

 Too vague  

 No working shown  

 Unclear  
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Annotation Explanation Shortcut 

 

This is a dynamic annotation; it can be used to surround work  

 

This is a dynamic, vertical wavy line that can be expanded (for instance, to highlight a section of 
irrelevant work)  

 

This is a dynamic, horizontal wavy line that can be expanded (for instance, to highlight a section of 
irrelevant work)  

 

Valid part (to be used when more than one element is required to gain the mark  
eg: drawings)  

 

Same as  

 

Or words to that effect  

 

Advantage / pro (to identify elements in an unclear discussion when pairs are required)  

 

Disadvantage / con (to identify elements in an unclear discussion when pairs are required)  

 

Difference (to identify elements in an unclear comparison)  

 Similarity (to identify elements in an unclear comparison)  

 Highlight, stamp and drag out to highlight an area of the script  

 Text box used for additional marking comments. It can be linked to a specific tick if that is appropriate  

 Seen; to be stamped on parts of a question or option which have been left blank  

0 Zero; to be used when a question part is not worthy of credit. Awards zero for the question part  

 
You must make sure you have looked at all pages. Please put the  annotation on any blank page, to indicate that you have seen it. 
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General Marking Instructions 
 

 
 
1. Follow the markscheme provided, award only whole marks and mark only in RED. 
 
2. Make sure that the question you are about to mark is highlighted in the mark panel on the right-hand side of the screen. 
 
3. Where a mark is awarded, a tick/check (ü) must be placed in the text at the precise point where it becomes clear that the candidate deserves 

the mark. One tick to be shown for each mark awarded. 
 
4. Sometimes, careful consideration is required to decide whether or not to award a mark. In these cases use RM™ Assessor annotations to support 

your decision. You are encouraged to write comments where it helps clarity, especially for re-marking purposes. Use a text box for these additional 
comments. It should be remembered that the script may be returned to the candidate. 

 
5. Personal codes/notations are unacceptable. 
 
6. Where an answer to a part question is worth no marks but the candidate has attempted the part question, use the “ZERO” annotation to  

award zero marks. Where a candidate has not attempted the part question, use the “SEEN” annotation to show you have looked at the question. 
RM™ Assessor will apply “NR” once you click complete. 

 
7. If a candidate has attempted more than the required number of questions within a paper or section of a paper, mark all the answers. RM™ Assessor 

will only award the highest mark or marks in line with the rubric. 
 
8. Ensure that you have viewed every page including any additional sheets. Please ensure that you stamp “SEEN” on any additional pages that are 

blank or where the candidate has crossed out his/her work. 
 
9. Mark positively. Give candidates credit for what they have achieved and for what they have got correct, rather than penalizing them for what they 

have got wrong. However, a mark should not be awarded where there is contradiction within an answer. Make a comment to this effect using a 
text box or the “CON” stamp. 

Assistant Examiners (AEs) will be contacted by their team leader (TL) through RM™ Assessor, by e-mail or telephone – if through RM™ Assessor 
or by e-mail, please reply to confirm that you have downloaded the markscheme from IBIS. The purpose of this initial contact is to allow AEs to raise 
any queries they have regarding the markscheme and its interpretation. AEs should contact their team leader through RM™ Assessor or by e-mail 
at any time if they have any problems/queries regarding marking. For any queries regarding the use of RM™ Assessor, please contact 
emarking@ibo.org. 

 
 



 – 6 – SPEC/4/BIOLO/SP1/ENG/TZ0/XX/M 
 
 

 

Subject Details: Biology SL Paper 1B Markscheme 
 
Candidates are required to answer all questions in Paper 1B. Maximum total = 25 marks. 
 
1. Each row in the “Question” column relates to the smallest subpart of the question. 
 
2. The maximum mark for each question subpart is indicated in the “Total” column. 
 
3. Each marking point in the “Answers” column is shown by means of a semicolon (;) at the end of the marking point. 
 
4. A question subpart may have more marking points than the total allows. This will be indicated by “max” written after the mark in the “Total” column.  

The related rubric, if necessary, will be outlined in the “Notes” column. 
 
5. An alternative word is indicated in the “Answers” column by a slash (/). Either word can be accepted. 
 
6. An alternative answer is indicated in the “Answers” column by “OR”. Either answer can be accepted. 
 
7. An alternative markscheme is indicated in the “Answers” column under heading ALTERNATIVE 1 etc. Either alternative can be accepted. 
 
8. Words inside brackets ( ) in the “Answers” column are not necessary to gain the mark. 
 
9. Words that are underlined are essential for the mark. 
 
10. The order of marking points does not have to be as in the “Answers” column, unless stated otherwise in the “Notes” column. 
 
11. If the candidate’s answer has the same “meaning” or can be clearly interpreted as being of equivalent significance, detail and validity as 

that in the “Answers” column then award the mark. Where this point is considered to be particularly relevant in a question it is emphasized 
by OWTTE (or words to that effect) in the “Notes” column. 

 
12. Remember that many candidates are writing in a second language. Effective communication is more important than grammatical accuracy. 
 
13. Occasionally, a part of a question may require an answer that is required for subsequent marking points. If an error is made in the first marking point 

then it should be penalized. However, if the incorrect answer is used correctly in subsequent marking points then follow through marks should be 
awarded. When marking, indicate this by adding ECF (error carried forward) on the script. 

 
14. Do not penalize candidates for errors in units or significant figures, unless it is specifically referred to in the “Notes” column.  
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Question Answers Notes Total 
1. a  a. the plants are unable to absorb copper; 

b. cows eat the copper-deficient plants; 
 2 

1. b  a. liming;  
b. as Cu becomes less bioavailable at neutral/basic pH; 

 2 

1. c  creation of antibodies / white blood cell function;  1 
1. d i any pH value above pH 7 or below 5.5;  1 
1. d ii a. nucleic acids /DNA/ RNA/nucleotides; 

b. ATP/phospholipids; 
 1 
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Question Answers Notes Total 
2. a  a. palisade mesophyll;   

b. spongy mesophyll;   
c. lower epidermis;   
d. upper epidermis;   
e. xylem/phloem/vascular bundle;   

1 mark for each correctly labelled 
tissue shown as a layer in proportion: 

3 

2. b  a. correct measurement of the line on the image (+/-1mm);    
b. correct calculation and including units;   

Allow ECF – ruler measurements +/-
1mm 2 

2. c  a. it is easier to find the specimen using a low power objective lens 
OR 
there is a larger field of view/depth of focus;   
b. it is easier to locate the most interesting part of the specimen with a low power 
objective lens;   
c. most microscopes are calibrated so that once in focus using the low power objective 
lens they will be close to focus using the higher power, so this helps focusing;   
d. reduced risk of cracking the slide;   

 

1 

2. d  a. double layer of palisade cells;   
b. palisade layer on upper surface;   
c. dimensions of palisade cells maximize light absorption;   
d. thin/transparent epidermis/cuticle;   

 

1 
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Question Answers Notes Total 
3. a  actively varied/manipulated (by the experimenter)/OWTTE  1 
3. b  25 °C    1 
3. c  a. temperature is a limiting factor (for enzymes) 

OR 
other limiting factors are influenced by temperature 
OR 
temperature is closer to the optimum temperature (of the enzymes);   
b. at higher temperature exchange of materials is more efficient;   
c. plants are reproducing/photosynthesising slowly at lower temperature / vice versa;   
d. dying faster than reproducing at lower temperature / vice versa;   

 

2 

3. d  a. (larger culture dishes with) bigger starting duckweed populations;   
b. several replicates at each temperature;   
c. apply (appropriate) statistical analysis;   

 
1 
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Question Answers Notes Total 
4. a  Poecilia    1 

4. b  group of organisms with (visible) shared traits  1 

4. c i a. same population, as the fish have similar body morphology 
OR 
same population, as colour variation could be normal within the population;   
b. different population, as the fish show variety in pattern/colour;   

 

1 

4. c ii a. observe (courtship/mating) behaviour when they are together;   
b. carry out DNA analysis;   
c. gather information about reproductive isolation;   

 
2 

4. d  a. sexual selection / OWTTE;   
b. camouflage;   

 1 

 
 
 

 


