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Mark-scheme answers

Apollo | Original source crops | 2

Biology SL | Paper 1A | May 2025 TZ1 | Q14 | 1 marks

– 3 – 2225 – 6010M 

1. B 16. A 31. – 46. –

2. A 17. B 32. – 47. –

3. D 18. A 33. – 48. –

4. B 19. A 34. – 49. –

5. D 20. C 35. – 50. –

6. B 21. B 36. – 51. –

7. B 22. B 37. – 52. –

8. C 23. D 38. – 53. –

9. A 24. C 39. – 54. –

10. A 25. B 40. – 55. –

11. D 26. B 41. – 56. –

12. C 27. A 42. – 57. –

13. C 28. C 43. – 58. –

14. C 29. C 44. – 59. –

15. D 30. C 45. – 60. –Biology SL | Paper 1A | May 2025 TZ2 | Q13 | 1 marks

– 3 – 2225 – 6016M 

1. D 16. B 31. – 46. –

2. A 17. A 32. – 47. –

3. D 18. C 33. – 48. –

4. C 19. B 34. – 49. –

5. C 20. B 35. – 50. –

6. B 21. A 36. – 51. –

7. D 22. C 37. – 52. –

8. C 23. B 38. – 53. –

9. A 24. B 39. – 54. –

10. A 25. D 40. – 55. –

11. D 26. D 41. – 56. –

12. B 27. C 42. – 57. –

13. A 28. B 43. – 58. –

14. C 29. A 44. – 59. –

15. D 30. D 45. – 60. –

Biology SL | Paper 1A | May 2025 TZ3 | Q16 | 1 marks

– 3 – 2225 – 6022M 

1. C 16. A

2. B 17. B

3. A 18. C

4. B 19. B

5. D 20. A

6. C 21. C

7. A 22. D

8. A 23. A

9. D 24. C

10. A 25. A

11. B 26. D

12. D 27. B

13. D 28. B

14. C 29. C

15. D 30. C



Biology SL | Paper 2 | Nov 2025 TZ3 | Q4 | 5 marks

Apollo | Original source crop | 3

– 12 – 8825 – 6024M 

Question Answers Notes Total 

4. a a. diaphragm flattens

OR

volume inside the thorax/chest increases;

b. pressure inside the thorax/chest/lungs decreases (below atmospheric pressure);

c. air enters lungs to equalise the pressure

OR

air enters lungs moving from high to low pressure;

For c. do not accept just “air enters the 

lungs” without an explanation. 

2 

max 

4. b (external) intercostal (muscles); Do not accept "internal" intercostal muscles. 

If the answer refers to both "internal and 

external" intercostal muscles (without any 

clarification on the role of each), then it is 

considered a contradiction, award no 
marking point.  

1 

– 13 – 8825 – 6024M 

Question Answers Notes Total 

4. c a. moistens the inside wall/surface of the alveoli (for gas exchange);

b. reduces surface tension (inside alveoli);

c. prevents (alveoli) walls/surfaces sticking together

OR

helps to prevent collapse of the lungs;

d. enhances (alveolar) expansion of lungs

OR

allows the inflation of lungs after birth;

For c. (second strand) accept alveoli. 2 

max 

– 14 – 8825 – 6024M 

Question Answers Notes Total 

5. a uses light/external sources (chemicals) as an energy source to make complex 

carbon/organic compounds (from simple/inorganic molecules);  

Do not award a mark if it is clear 

candidates are referring to organic “food” 

being used as an energy source. 

Do not award a mark if the definition refers 

to making food alone, a reference to 

complex carbon/organic compounds is 

needed. 

Accept OWTTE 

1 

5. b a. decomposers are bacteria/fungi /invertebrates;

b. break down dead organic matter / faeces;

c. release/recycle minerals/nutrients (into the environment);

For b. there MUST be a reference to the 

matter being dead / deceased etc. but we 

can accept other clear references. 

Do not accept reference to recycling 

carbon alone as this is not a unique 

property of decomposers. 

2 

max 

5. c a. energy is lost between trophic levels as heat/metabolism/10% (or less) is

transferred (accept converse);

b. length of food chains varies / number of trophic levels in the food chains vary;

c. some animals / herbivores may be able to digest (more) plant material/ cellulose/

parts of their food such as skin or bones than other animals;

d. some animals are different in size / are more active;

e. use more energy (to keep warm or cool) than others/are warm or cold blooded;

3 

max 



Mark-scheme answers

Apollo | Original source crops | 4

Biology SL | Paper 1A | Specimen 2025 | Q17 | 1 marks

 – 2 – SPEC/4/BIOLO/SPM/ENG/TZ0/XX/M 
 
 

 

 1.   C   16.   A   31.   –   46.   –   
 
 2.   C   17.   D   32.   –   47.   –   
 
 3.   B   18.   D   33.   –   48.   –   
 
 4.   B   19.   D   34.   –   49.   –   
 
 5.   A   20.   B   35.   –   50.   –   
 
 6.   D   21.   C   36.   –   51.   –   
 
 7.   B   22.   A   37.   –   52.   –   
 
 8.   B   23.   B   38.   –   53.   –   
 
 9.   D   24.   C   39.   –   54.   –   
 
 10.   B   25.   C   40.   –   55.   –   
 
 11.   A   26.   C   41.   –   56.   –   
 
 12.   C   27.   D   42.   –   57.   –   
 
 13.   B   28.   C   43.   –   58.   –   
 
 14.   D   29.   A   44.   –   59.   –   
  
  15.         A    30.     A     45.      –         60.        –   
 
 
 

 


