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8.	 Diagrams of four stable allotropes of carbon are shown. 
Which row correctly identifies each structure?

W X Y Z

Graphene Fullerene Graphite Diamond

A. Z Y X W

B. W Z Y X

C. X W Z Y

D. Y X W Z

9.	 In which of the following molecules do all atoms obey the octet rule?

I.	 NF3

II.	 BF3

III.	 PCl3

A.	 I and II only

B.	 I and III only

C.	 II and III only

D.	 I, II and III

– 6 – 2225 – 6210

10.	 Which compound has the weakest ionic bond?

A.	 MgO

B.	 MgS

C.	 CaO

D.	 CaS

11.	 Which row puts these molecules in order of decreasing bond angle?

A.	 NH3, H2O, C2H4, CH4

B.	 H2O, C2H4, CH4, NH3

C.	 C2H4, CH4, NH3, H2O

D.	 CH4, NH3, H2O, C2H4 
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10.	 Which compound has the weakest ionic bond?

A.	 MgO

B.	 MgS

C.	 CaO

D.	 CaS

11.	 Which row puts these molecules in order of decreasing bond angle?

A.	 NH3, H2O, C2H4, CH4

B.	 H2O, C2H4, CH4, NH3

C.	 C2H4, CH4, NH3, H2O

D.	 CH4, NH3, H2O, C2H4 

– 7 – 2225 – 6210
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12.	 The following thin-layer chromatogram was obtained from a mixture of naphthalene, C10H8, and 
naphthol, C10H8O. A polar silica was used as the stationary phase, and a non-polar hexane as the 
mobile phase.

OH

NaphtholNaphthalene

Solvent front

x

Base line

y

7 cm

0 cm

What are the position and retardation factor (RF) of naphthalene?

A.	 y and 0.50

B.	 y and 0.58

C.	 x and 0.80

D.	 x and 0.83
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13.	 Aluminium trichloride, AlCl3(g), and beryllium chloride, BeCl2(g), have been known for  
many years. Which adaptation of the bonding model was made to explain the bonding in AlCl3(g) 
and BeCl2(g)?

A.	 The existence of coordination bonding was proposed.

B.	 Ideas about oxidation states were formed.

C.	 Exceptions to the octet rule were introduced.

D.	 Lewis formulas of molecules were developed.

14.	 Germanium has several stable oxidation states. Which row shows these species in order  
of increasing radius?

A.	 Ge4+, Ge2+, Ge, Ge4-.

B.	 Ge4-, Ge4+, Ge2+, Ge.

C.	 Ge, Ge4-, Ge4+, Ge2+.

D.	 Ge2+, Ge, Ge4-, Ge4+.

15.	 Which statement explains the trend in first ionisation energy from sodium, Na, to chlorine,Cl?

A.	 Nuclear charge increases.

B.	 Electronegativity decreases.

C.	 Atomic radius increases.

D.	 Shielding decreases.

16.	 Which elements would react with each other most vigorously?

A.	 K(s) and Br2(g)

B.	 K(s) and Cl2(g)

C.	 Na(s) and Br2(g)

D.	 Na(s) and Cl2(g)
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5.	 What is the empirical formula of a compound with the following composition by mass?

C = 37.5 % H = 12.5 % O = 50.0 %

A.	 C4H12O5

B.	 C3H12O3

C.	 C3HO4

D.	 CH4O

6.	 What is the charge of the monatomic ion usually formed by the element with the following 
electron configuration?

[He] 2s22p3

A.	 3−

B.	 2+

C.	 3+

D.	 5+

7.	 Which molecule is polar?

A.	 CH4

B.	 C6H6

C.	 SO2

D.	 CO2

– 4 – 2225 – 6216

8.	 What is the retardation factor, RF, of compound X according to this paper chromatogram?

Solvent front

Origin

Position of compound X

21 mm

10 mm

12 mm

7 mm

A.	 0.55

B.	 0.75

C.	 0.82

D.	 1.33

9.	 Which metal has the strongest bonding?

A.	 Mg

B.	 Ca

C.	 Sr

D.	 Ba
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7.	 A substance has the following properties:

Melting point (°C) Electrical conductivity

714
When solid When molten

poor good

What is the most probable structure of this substance?

A.	 Simple molecular

B.	 Ionic lattice

C.	 Covalent network

D.	 Metallic lattice

8.	 Which forces of attraction cause the boiling point of ammonia, NH3, to be significantly higher than 
that of phosphine, PH3?

A.	 Covalent bonds

B.	 Dipole–dipole forces

C.	 London (dispersion) forces 

D.	 Hydrogen bonds

9.	 Which answer shows the correct order of metallic bond strength from strongest to weakest?

A.	 Al > Mg > Na > K

B.	 Al > Mg > K > Na

C.	 Na > K > Mg > Al

D.	 K > Na > Mg > Al
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22.	 Which molecule has the shortest carbon to oxygen bond?

A.	 CH3OH

B.	 H2CO

C.	 CO

D.	 CO2

23.	 What are the electron domain geometries around the carbon and nitrogen atoms, shown in bold, 
in glycine H2NCH2COOH?

Carbon Nitrogen

A. tetrahedral tetrahedral

B. trigonal pyramidal trigonal pyramidal

C. trigonal planar tetrahedral

D. trigonal planar trigonal pyramidal

24.	 What is the pH of 0.0010 mol dm-3 HCl (aq)?

A.	 2.0

B.	 2.5

C.	 3.0

D.	 3.5

25.	 Which solution is acidic at 25 °C?

A.	 [H+ ] = 1.0 × 10-9 mol dm-3

B.	 [OH- ] = 1.0 × 10-13 mol dm-3

C.	 [OH- ] = 1.0 × 10-6 mol dm-3

D.	 [H3O
+ ] = 1.0 × 10-13 mol dm-3
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22.	 Which molecule has the shortest carbon to oxygen bond?

A.	 CH3OH

B.	 H2CO

C.	 CO

D.	 CO2

23.	 What are the electron domain geometries around the carbon and nitrogen atoms, shown in bold, 
in glycine H2NCH2COOH?

Carbon Nitrogen

A. tetrahedral tetrahedral

B. trigonal pyramidal trigonal pyramidal

C. trigonal planar tetrahedral

D. trigonal planar trigonal pyramidal

24.	 What is the pH of 0.0010 mol dm-3 HCl (aq)?

A.	 2.0

B.	 2.5

C.	 3.0

D.	 3.5

25.	 Which solution is acidic at 25 °C?

A.	 [H+ ] = 1.0 × 10-9 mol dm-3

B.	 [OH- ] = 1.0 × 10-13 mol dm-3

C.	 [OH- ] = 1.0 × 10-6 mol dm-3

D.	 [H3O
+ ] = 1.0 × 10-13 mol dm-3
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7.	 Which row shows the correct electron domain geometry and molecular geometry for 
the nitrate ion, NO3

- ?

Electron domain geometry Molecular geometry

A. Trigonal planar Trigonal planar 

B. Trigonal planar Trigonal pyramidal

C. Trigonal pyramidal Trigonal planar

D. Trigonal pyramidal Trigonal pyramidal

8.	 Which substance has dipole-dipole forces between molecules?

A.	 CCl4

B.	 O2

C.	 C2H6

D.	 H2CO

9.	 Which statement best explains the malleability of magnesium metal?

A.	 The metal lattice is held together by the attraction between magnesium ions.

B.	 The outer shell electrons of magnesium are free to move.

C.	 The layers of magnesium ions can slide relative to each other.

D.	 There are strong attractions between the magnesium ions and the free moving electrons.

10.	 Which material is a good electrical conductor?

A.	 Diamond

B.	 Graphite

C.	 Fullerene

D.	 Silicon
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7.	 Which row shows the correct electron domain geometry and molecular geometry for 
the nitrate ion, NO3

- ?

Electron domain geometry Molecular geometry

A. Trigonal planar Trigonal planar 

B. Trigonal planar Trigonal pyramidal

C. Trigonal pyramidal Trigonal planar

D. Trigonal pyramidal Trigonal pyramidal

8.	 Which substance has dipole-dipole forces between molecules?

A.	 CCl4

B.	 O2

C.	 C2H6

D.	 H2CO

9.	 Which statement best explains the malleability of magnesium metal?

A.	 The metal lattice is held together by the attraction between magnesium ions.

B.	 The outer shell electrons of magnesium are free to move.

C.	 The layers of magnesium ions can slide relative to each other.

D.	 There are strong attractions between the magnesium ions and the free moving electrons.

10.	 Which material is a good electrical conductor?

A.	 Diamond

B.	 Graphite

C.	 Fullerene

D.	 Silicon



Chemistry SL | Paper 1A | Nov 2025 TZ1 | Q10 | 1 marks

Apollo | Original source crop | 11

– 4 – 8825 – 6210

7.	 Which row shows the correct electron domain geometry and molecular geometry for 
the nitrate ion, NO3

- ?

Electron domain geometry Molecular geometry

A. Trigonal planar Trigonal planar 

B. Trigonal planar Trigonal pyramidal

C. Trigonal pyramidal Trigonal planar

D. Trigonal pyramidal Trigonal pyramidal

8.	 Which substance has dipole-dipole forces between molecules?

A.	 CCl4

B.	 O2

C.	 C2H6

D.	 H2CO

9.	 Which statement best explains the malleability of magnesium metal?

A.	 The metal lattice is held together by the attraction between magnesium ions.

B.	 The outer shell electrons of magnesium are free to move.

C.	 The layers of magnesium ions can slide relative to each other.

D.	 There are strong attractions between the magnesium ions and the free moving electrons.

10.	 Which material is a good electrical conductor?

A.	 Diamond

B.	 Graphite

C.	 Fullerene

D.	 Silicon

– 5 – 8825 – 6210

Turn over

11.	 A section of a polymer containing three repeating units is shown.

C C C C C C

H H H H H H

CH3 H CH3 H CH3 H

Which monomer was used to make this polymer?

A.	 But-1-ene

B.	 But-2-ene

C.	 Methylpropene

D.	 Propene

12.	 What are the oxidation states of the elements in Na2CrO4?

Sodium Chromium Oxygen

A. +1 +6 -1

B. +2 +3 -1

C. +1 +6 -2

D. +2 +3 -2

13.	 What is the IUPAC name of the molecule below?

O

A.	 2-ethyl-4-methylpentan-3-one

B.	 4-ethyl-2-methylpentan-3-one

C.	 2,4-dimethylhexan-3-one

D.	 3,5-dimethylhexan-4-one
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4.	 What is the volume, in dm3, of ethane gas, C2H6 (g), produced when 0.25 dm3 of ethyne, C2H2 (g), 
reacts with 0.40 dm3 of hydrogen gas, H2 (g)?

All volumes are measured under the same conditions.

C2H2 (g) + 2H2 (g) → C2H6 (g)

A.	 0.20

B.	 0.25

C.	 0.40

D.	 0.45

5.	 A fixed volume of an ideal gas, initially at 30 °C and with a pressure of P Pa, was heated to 60 °C. 
What is the resulting pressure in Pa?

A.	 Half of P

B.	 A little less than P

C.	 A little more than P

D.	 Two times P

6.	 What are the electron domain geometry and molecular geometry of sulfur dichloride, SCl2?

Electron domain geometry Molecular geometry

A. Tetrahedral Linear

B. Tetrahedral Bent

C. Linear Linear

D. Trigonal planar Bent

7.	 Which molecule is most polar?

A.	 CF4

B.	 CO2

C.	 NBr3

D.	 NH3
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4.	 What is the volume, in dm3, of ethane gas, C2H6 (g), produced when 0.25 dm3 of ethyne, C2H2 (g), 
reacts with 0.40 dm3 of hydrogen gas, H2 (g)?

All volumes are measured under the same conditions.

C2H2 (g) + 2H2 (g) → C2H6 (g)

A.	 0.20

B.	 0.25

C.	 0.40

D.	 0.45

5.	 A fixed volume of an ideal gas, initially at 30 °C and with a pressure of P Pa, was heated to 60 °C. 
What is the resulting pressure in Pa?

A.	 Half of P

B.	 A little less than P

C.	 A little more than P

D.	 Two times P

6.	 What are the electron domain geometry and molecular geometry of sulfur dichloride, SCl2?

Electron domain geometry Molecular geometry

A. Tetrahedral Linear

B. Tetrahedral Bent

C. Linear Linear

D. Trigonal planar Bent

7.	 Which molecule is most polar?

A.	 CF4

B.	 CO2

C.	 NBr3

D.	 NH3

– 4 – 8825 – 6222

8.	 Which allotropes of carbon are electrical conductors?

I.	 Graphite

II.	 Diamond

III.	 Graphene

A.	 I and II only

B.	 I and III only

C.	 II and III only

D.	 I, II and III

9.	 Which metal has the strongest metallic bond?

A.	 Mg

B.	 Al

C.	 K

D.	 Ga

10.	 Which type of material is a good conductor of heat and electricity in solid and liquid states, 
is insoluble in water, and typically has a high melting point?

A.	 Covalent molecular

B.	 Covalent network

C.	 Ionic

D.	 Metallic

11.	 Which element is a p-block metal?

A.	 Sn

B.	 Te

C.	 Cd

D.	 At
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12.	 Which two elements form a compound with the strongest ionic attraction?

A.	 Li and O

B.	 Li and Se

C.	 K and O

D.	 K and Se

13.	 Which oxide is the most basic?

A.	 MgO

B.	 Al2O3

C.	 SiO2

D.	 SO3

14.	 Which compound has the highest boiling point?

A.	 CH3CH2CH2CH3

B.	 CH3CH2CH2CH2CH2CH3

C.	 (CH3)3CCH2CH3

D.	 CH3CH2CH(CH3)CH2CH3

15.	 What is the sum of the coefficients when 1 mol of propan-1-ol, C3H7OH, undergoes 
complete combustion?

__ C3H7OH (l) + __ O2 (g) → __ CO2 (g) + __ H2O (l)

A.	 11.5

B.	 12

C.	 12.5

D.	 13
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5.	 A gas storage tank of fixed volume V contains N molecules of an ideal gas at 300 K with a 

pressure of 40 kPa. N
4

 molecules are removed, and the temperature is changed to 450 K.

What is the new pressure of the gas in kPa?

A.	 15

B.	 30

C.	 45

D.	 60

6.	 What is the formula of the compound formed between magnesium ions and 
hydrogencarbonate ions?

A.	 MgHCO3

B.	 Mg(HCO3)2

C.	 Mg(HCO3)3

D.	 Mg3(HCO3)2

7.	 Which species contains a coordination bond?

A.	 CO2

B.	 HCN

C.	 NO2
+

D.	 NO3
−

8.	 Which properties depend on the movement of the delocalized electrons in a metal?

I.	 Electrical conductivity

II.	 Thermal conductivity

III.	 Density

A.	 I and II only

B.	 I and III only

C.	 II and III only

D.	 I, II and III


